
 

1 
 

 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 
CHICAGO AREA WATERWAY SYSTEM 

DREDGED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 
AND INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
PURPOSE  
 
The Chicago Area Waterway System Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) will identify 
and evaluate alternatives to manage the volume of dredged material expected to be generated by 
the operation and maintenance (O&M) of the Federal navigation channels over a minimum 20-
year period of analysis.  Commercial navigation capacity in the Federal channels is maintained 
by periodic dredging to authorized depths.  The need for dredging arises from sedimentation and 
the formation of shoals within the channel.  As navigation depth is decreased, vessels are forced 
to light load, reducing transportation efficiency and leading to higher shipping costs.  
Maintaining authorized channel depths is an important part of maintaining the economic viability 
of the channels. 
 
AUTHORITY  
 
The proposed plan would provide capacity for material dredged from the Chicago Area 
Waterway System Federal navigation projects. Dredged material management is authorized 
under the navigation project authorities, listed below.  
 

• Calumet Harbor and River, Illinois and Indiana (River and Harbor Acts of 1899 and 
1902, as amended) 

• Calumet-Sag Channel, Illinois (River and Harbor Act of 1930, as amended) 
• Chicago Harbor, Illinois (River and Harbor Act of 1870, as amended) 
• South Branch of the Chicago River, Illinois (River and Harbor Act of 1896, as amended) 
• Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, Illinois (River and Harbor Act of 1930, as amended) 

 
PROJECT AREA 
     
The proposed project is located along the Calumet River at 122nd Street and Carondolet Avenue 
in Chicago, Illinois. The plan would manage material dredged from Calumet Harbor and River, 
Illinois and Indiana and the Calumet-Sag Channel, Illinois. 
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
There are 4 alternative plans considered to address the problem of managing dredged material: 
 
1.  No Action Plan – Under this alternative, no placement location for dredged material 

would be identified. Dredging would cease once the existing facility has reached its 
maximum capacity. The waterway will continue to shoal and navigation will be adversely 
affected. 

 
2. Ridgeland Plan – Under this alternative, a former sludge drying site 116th Street and 

Ridgeland Avenue in Alsip would be converted to a Dredged Material Disposal Facility 
(DMDF) through the construction of clay liner and earthen berms. 

 
3.  LTV Plan – Under this alternative, a portion of the former Republic Steel 

Manufacturing Complex at 116th Street and Carondolet Avenue would be converted to a 
DMDF through construction of a clay liner and earthen berms. The site is currently in use 
as a storage yard for a metal recycling company. 

 
4.  Republic Plan – Under this alternative, a currently vacant portion of the former Republic 

Steel Manufacturing Complex at 122nd Street and Carondolet Avenue would be converted 
to a DMDF through construction of a clay liner and earthen berms.   

 
RECOMMENDED PLAN 
 
Republic Plan – Under this alternative, a DMDF will be built on a 43 acre site that was 
previously part of the Republic Steel Manufacturing Complex. A clay liner across the bottom of 
the DMDF and the interior of the approximately 4,000 linear foot perimeter berms would prevent 
seepage of effluent from the site. The berms will be built in two stages, with each stage 
approximately 11 feet in height. The final height of the facility, when filled to capacity and 
capped, will be approximately 22 feet. Clean dredged material from Calumet Harbor will be used 
in berm construction and as the primary cap material.   
 
Benefits of the recommended alternative include $7,485,000 in average annual National 
Economic Development benefits. The recommended plan also would also support safe and 
efficient navigation and remove contaminated dredged material from the waterway. The 
recommended plan is also currently the least cost plan.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
 
An Environmental Assessment was completed for the proposed environmental infrastructure 
project. A 30-day Public Review period for the Environmental Assessment was held from MMM 
DD to MMM DD, 2015. The proposed project is in full compliance with appropriate statutes and 
executive orders including the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended, the Endangered 
Species Act, as amended,  the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, the Clean Air Act, as amended, Executive Order 12898 
(Environmental Justice), Sections 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act, as amended, and the 
Corps of Engineers Operational and Management regulations (33 CFR 335-338). 
 
Along with direct and indirect effects, cumulative effects were assessed following the guidance 
provided by the Presidents’ Council on Environmental Quality.  The increment of effect from the 
proposed project when compared to cumulative effects of past, present, and reasonably 
foreseeable future actions is considered minor. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and Section 122 of the Rivers 
and Harbors and Flood Control Act of 1970, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago 
District, has assessed the environmental impacts associated with the proposed Dredged Material 
Management Plan.  The assessment process indicates that this project would not cause any 
significant effects on the quality of the human environment.  Therefore, I have determined that 
an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. 
 
 
 
 
Mark J. Deschenes Christopher T. Drew 
Colonel, U.S. Army Colonel, U.S. Army 
Rock Island District Commander Chicago District Commander 
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